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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  -  NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER 


Newsletter  no.  24 
January,  1975 

SPRING  MEETING:   Friday,  April  18,  1975,  at  Smith  College.  Prof.  Louise 

Cuyler  will  speak  in  the  morning;  the  afternoon  session  will  be  a 
panel-led  workshop  on  managing  budgets  and  personnel  in  a  rocky 
economy.  Details  and  registration  form  will  be  in  the  next  newsletter, 
in  March* 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE:  is  putting  together  a  slate  of  officers  for  1975-6,  to 
be  voted  on  at  the  Spring  Meeting.  Its  members  are  Mary  Davidson, 
Chairperson  (Wellesley  College),  Mary  Lou  Little  (Harvard  University), 
and  John  Voight  (Berklee  School  of  Music). 

REPRESENTATIVE  TO  NATIONAL  MLA  MEETING  IN  SAN  JUAN:  is  Mary  Ankudowich  (Smith). 

PUBLICATIONS:  Directory  sales  and  pricing  policy  is  still  up  in  the  air.  A 
policy  should  be  determined  at  this  winter's  MLA  National  Meeting. 
Copies  of  the  newest  edition  (fall1 74)  can  be  requested  from  Laura 
Scarlett,  8  Brewer  St.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02138   617-492-6378. 
PROGRAM 

BOSTON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA  NOTES  WANTED  FOR  TRADE:  Wellesley  Public  Library 

has  duplicates  from  the  following  years:  1955-6;  1956-7;  1957-8;  1958-9 
1959-60;  1961-2;  1963-4;  1964-5;  1968-9;  1969-70;  1970-71. 
It  is  missing  the  following  years:  1960-61;  1962-3;  1966-7;  1971-2; 
1972-3;  1973-*;  and  scattered  issues  before  1952-3. 

An  exchange  is  preferred,  but  they  are  willing  to  give  away  the  dup- 
licates if  they  cannot  find  an  even  trade.  Contact  Philip  Youngholm, 
Wellesley  Public  Library,  617-235-1610. 

MUSIC  CATALOGING  WORKSHOPS:  Saturdays,  March  1  and  March  8,  from  9:00  until 
1:00,  at  the  Wellesley  Free  Library  (530  Washington  St.,  Wellesley, 
Mass).  The  two  workshops  are  open  to  all  and  attendance  at  one  is 
not  required  for  attendance  at  the  other.  There  is  no  fee,  however 
please  register  beforehand  by  calling  Robert  Loud  at  the  Concord 
Free  Public  Library  (369-5324).  Bring  your  cataloging  problems  and 
we  will  try  to  find  solutions. 

AMERICAN  MUSIC  COLLECTIONS:  Members  are  reminded  of  the  project  proposed  by 
Mary  Davidson  at  a  recent  meeting,  which  is  to  begin  a  census  of 
holdings  of  early  American  music  in  New  England  libraries.  Emphasis 
would  be  on  sacred  music  printed  after  1810,  and  secular  music  after 
1825  until  the  1870  period  when  the  Board  of  Music  Trade  catalogs 
provided  some  bibliography  of  extant  printed  music.  All  American 
manuscripts  of  the  18th  and  early  19th  century  would  be  reported. 

The  Music  Department  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  has  agreed  to  collect 
and  file  cards  so  generated,  and  the  cards  themselves  would  include 
more  than  the  usual  details  regarding  publishers'  addresses,  illus- 
trative matter,  etc.  If  you  have  any  pertinent  items,  or  can  get  to  a 
nearby  collection,  please  get  in  touch  with  Mary  (Music  Library, 
Wellesley  College)  or  Natalie  Breed  (Boston  Public  Library)  for 
guidelines. 
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EXECUTIVE  BOARD  MEETING:  The  E.B.  met  Sunday,  December  8,  1974.  Present  were 
Robert  Loud  (Pres.),  Dorothy  Bognar  (Past  Pres.),  Joyce  Clinkscales 
(Vice  Pres.),  Laura  Scarlett  (Sec'y-Treas. ) ,  Joseph  Scott  (Publica- 
tions Comra.),  and  Mary  Ankudowich  (Member-at-Large) .  Subjects 
discussed  included  Spring  Program,  Directory  Pricing  and  Sale,  and 
Nominating  Committee  (see  page  1),  Finances  (exchecquer  after 
paying  Dartmouth  for  Pall  Meeting  is  4195;    interest-earning  check 
account  turned  out  not  to  be  possible  after  all);  and  Newsletter 
(there  was  tentative  agreement  to  issue  it  4  times  a  year,  with  the 
following  schedule: 

Sept.  and  March  -  announcement  of  next  meeting,  to  extended 

mailing  list 
Dec.  and  May  -  minutes  of  last  meeting  and  other  information  of 
interest  to  members,  to  members  only). 

MINUTES  OP  FALL  MEETING: 

The  meeting,  "Contemporary  Music  in  the  Library,"  was  held  Saturday,  , 
October  19,  at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  New  Hapmshlre,  and  hosted  by 
Dale  C.  Carr. 

Present  were:  Mary  Ankudowich,  Kathryn  E.  Burnett,  &  Robert  Cunning- 
ham (Smith),  Jeannine  Ayotte,  Sidney  Beck,  Michael  Beck,  Betty  Burnett, 
Joyce  Clinkscales,  &  Jean  Morrow  (New  England  Conservatory)  Ethel  Bacon  (U 
of  Hartford),  Ruth  Bleecker,  Diane  Ota,  &  C.  Gerald  Parker  (Boston  PL), 
Dale  C.  Carr  (Dartmouth),  Dorothy  M.  Bognar,  Philip  Bognar  (U  Conn),  Mary 
W.  Davidson  (Wellesley),  Sally  Evans  (Amherst),  Nesta  S.  Prattallone  (Cambrid 
PL),  Dr.  Edith  Godel  (W.  Conn  State  College),  Brenda  C.  Goldman  (Tufts), 
Randy  Kane  (Berklee  College),  Mary  Lou  Little  (Harvard),  Robert  Loud  (Concord 
Free  PL),  Janet  Male  (Fitchburg  PL),  Priscilla  McCarty  (Bowdoin),  Miriam 
McEwen  (Amherst),  Michael  Ochs  (Simmons),  Harold  E.  Samuel  (Yale),  Laura 
Scarlett  (Medford  PL),  Joseph  Scott  (Conn.  College),  Kitty  Skrobela  &  Jane 
Duff  (Middlebury) ,  Linda  Solow  (MIT),  Clara  Steuermann  (MLA  President-elect), 
Amy  Wygant  (U  of  Hartford),  Philip  Youngholm  (Wellesley  Free  PL). 

Joyce  Clinkscales,  Program  Chairperson,  introduced  the  speakers. 
Speaker  for  the  morning  session  was  Mr.  Jon  Appleton,  Director  of  the 
Bregman  Electronic  Music  Studio  at  Dartmouth.  He  spoke  about  composition 
and  instruction  with  the  computer-synthesizer.  He  also  mentioned  some  good 
books: 
Elliott  Schwartz,  Electronic  Music:  A  Listener's  Guide,  Praeger  (new, 

expensive,  but  excellent  and  useful  for  the  beginner). 
Jon  Appleton  and  Ronald  C.  Perera,  The  Development  and  Practice  of  Electronic 

Music,  Prentiss  Hall  (scheduled  for  Nov.  publication,  1974,  600  ppj. 
Beauchamp  &   von  Porster,  eds,  Music  by  Computer  (6  articles,  4  years  old, 

perhaps  dated,  but  standard .) . 
Harry  B.  Lincoln,  Ed,  The  Computer  and  Music  (better  known  and  more  recent, 

also  standard). 
The  Computer  and  tne  Humanities  (Pergamom  Press)  Serial. 
Lowell  Cross,  Bibliography  of  electronic  Music,  1969  (good  up  to  publishing 

date,  then  use  Appleton). 
Electro-Notes  -  monthly,  mimeo'd,  *4.00/yr,  technical,  write  B.A.  Hutchins, 

60  Sheraton  Dr.,  Ithaca,  NY,  14580  (ordering  info,  thanks  to  Ethel 

Bacon). 

Next,  we  took  a  tour  of  the  Hopkins  Center,  had  lunch,  and  were 
given  a  most  enjoyable  harpsichord  concert,  performed  by  Dale  C.  Carr. 
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The  afternoon  session  was  a  practical  workshop  on  various  problems 
of  dealing  with  contemporary  music.  Harold  Samuel  (Yale)  led  the  discussion 
on  selection  and  acquisition,  with  the  following  high  points: 

goals  -  anticipate  demand,  create  demand,  balance  collection 
sources  for  developing  score  and  disc  collections 
music  publishers'  catalogs 
LG  proof  sneets 
find  major  figures  by  using  dictionaries: 

John  Vinten,  Ency,  of  20th  Century  Music,  NY,  Dutton,  1^74 
Kenneth  Thompson,  Diet,  of  20th  Century  Composers t  London, 
Faber  &  Faber,- 1973  (selective) 
Schwann  catalog,  cover  to  cover,  to  develop  phonodisc  collection 
Schwann,  recent  listings,  to  maintain  collection 
ordering  -  ideally,  try  to  obtain  from  dealer  in  country  of  publication 
helpful  points  from  members: 
MLA  Catalog  of  Printed  Music 

Harasowitz  catalog  of  scores  (like  a  European  "Music  in  Print" 
Sarah  Libbey  at  Carl  Fischer  Inc.  of  Boston  good  at  finding  publisher 
Schwann  Basic  Liscography  of  Jazz,  50^  by  Rich  Seidel,  c.100  titles 
Kitty  Skrobela  led  the  discussion  on  cataloging,  and  began  by  raising  basic 
questions:  tfhats  problemmatic?  (electronic  music,  computer  music,  chance 
music,  popular  music,  music  with  percussion...) 

What  are  the  problems?  (classification,  subject  headings, 
description,  physical  preparation...) 

Some  helps  in  the  Music  Cataloging  Bulletin 
Vol  5,  no.  7:  percussion 

5      1  electronic  music  -  place  where  it  was  made  as  an 

added  entry 
1     11  notation  -  graphic  vs.  diagrammatic 
Several  unanswered  questions,  mostly  about  specific  instruments  and 
subject  headings  (conventional  inst.  w/  elect,  accompaniment, 
is  tape  recorder  to  be  considered  a  separate  instrument?  etc) 
Distinction  between  Music  Concrete  (naturally  generated,  but 
distorted)  and  electronic  music  (electronically  generated)  - 
perhaps  no  longer  an  interesting  or  useful  distinction? 
Mary  Davidson  led  the  discussion  on  binding  and  shelving,  and  brought  samples 
of  various  bindery  materials,  as  well  as  samples  of  scores  which  were  a 
problem  to  bind.  Major  points  were:  ing 

Read  performance  directions  carefully,  as  they  affect  proper  bind™ 
Go  to  binder  &  talk  with  him,  be  aware  of  alternatives  (different 
binders  use  different  terminologies),  get  samples 
chipboard,  pressboard,  fiberboard;  hinges 
George  Cunya  is  at  the  New  England  Documents  Preservation  Center 

in  And over. 
He  has  written  a  book  on  doc.  pres.;  so  has  Carolyn  Horton. 
Brandeis  finds  38  cm.  a  good  height   for  shelving 
Standard  binding  with  folder  pockets  avail,  from  library  supply 

houses  (Bro-Dart,  -^ernco,  Gaylord) 
How  about  using  a  map  case? 

Some  rushed  announcements  at  the  tail  end  of  the  day  might  be  called 
a  business  meeting  and  items  of  business  included:  election  of  a  new  member- 
at-large  to  replace  Isabel  Clarke,  wno  moved  out  of  the  area.   Mary  Anku- 
dowich  was  nominated  by  Ethel  Bacon  and  unanimously  voted  into  the  position* 
It  is  hoped  that  future  member s-at-large  will  be  able  to  represent  NEMLA  at 
MLA    (continued  next  page) 
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Next  item  of  business  was  much  discussion  of  pricing  of  the  directory.  A;t 
lunch  we  had  settled  on  $1  for  members  of  NEMLA  and  libraries  listed  in  the 
directory;  $2  for  others.  At  the  business  meeting  it  came  out  that  national 
MLA  Publications  policy  requires  all  publications  of  all  chapters  to  be  free. 
Members  asserted  tnat  in  that  case,  we  could  not  afford  to  publish,  and 
Clara  Steuermann,  president-elect  of  MLA,  agreed  that  the  present  policy 
might  be  detrimental  to  the  common  good,  and  might  be  changed  at  San  Juan 
in  February. 

Rob  Loud  announced  that  the  H.  Sarle  Johnson  speech  was  not  accepted  for 
publication.  The  secretary  of  this  cnapter  has  a  few  copies  of  that  speech, 
and  after  the  pricing-of-publications  policy  of  MLA  is  cleared  up,  those 
copies  will  be  available  at  cost  (52.00) 

Ruth  Bleecker  announced  that  a  listing  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  music 
holdings  is  available  for  $16.50. 

The  day  was  capped  by  a  sherry  hour. 

NOTICE  PROM  SECRETARY  CONCERNING  MINUTES:  At  workshops  and  business  meetings, 
members  often  make  important  contributions  very  quickly  and/or  at  the  same 
time.  In  the  interests  of  completeness  and  accuracy,  please  write  down  the 
important  essentials,  including  spelling  of  names,  right  addresses,  etc., 
if  you  want  them  to  appear  accurately  in  the  minutes.  If  you  don't  have  the 
details  at  the  meeting,  you  are  free  to  mail  them  to  the  secretary  after  the 
meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Laura  Scarlett 
Secretary 

Because  of  space  limitations,  last  fall's  report  on  New  York  MLA  (July  '74) 
was  not  possible  to  include  in  its  entirety.  The  remaining  space  in  this 
newsletter  will  be  used  to  convey  as  much  as  possible  of  the  rest  of  that 
report  (for  the  whole  report,  ask  the  NEMLA  secretary,  or  see  the  MLA  bulletin 

Cataloging  and  Classification  Committee:  Announcements:  1)  proceedings 
of  the  LC  Cataloging  Workshop  held  in  Nov.  1971  have  come  out  in  the  form 
of  MLA  Technical  Reports  Series,  r£5.  In  August  1974,  LC  began  the  publication 
of  a  series  encompassing  their  Name  and  Title  (including  uniform  titles) 
authority  files  with  cross  references  used.   Further  info,  including  cost 
and  subscriptions,  from  Card  Division,  LC. .  .Starting  in  Sept.  1974,  scores 
and  books  are  catalogued  according  to  ISBDM. . . .An  index  and  cumulation  of 
Music  Cataloging  Bulletin,  v.  1-14,  will  be  available  soon.  In  addition, 
the  Index  may  appear  separately  as  an  issue  or  part  of  an  issue  of  the  MCB. 
Copies  of  individual  issues  are  also  available.  ...  More  issues  of  the  MLA 

ic  Catalog  are  forthcoming,  and  tue  work  of  more  contributors  will  be 
represented  t:.an  has  until  now  been  possible.  ..  „The  8th  edition  of  the  LC 
Subject  Heading  list  is  due  in  Jan.  1975...  The  M  schedule  of  LC  classifica- 
tion to  1970  and  the  71-73  supplement  (due  in  Lee.  '75  at  the  earliest)  will 
be  available  from  Gale  Research.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  LC  decision  to 
drop  t.-.e  number  of  voice  parts  in  certain  Choruses'  subject  headings.  For 
clarification,  consult  MCB  vol.  2,  #6....  LC  has  switched  from  3rd  to  6th 
edition  of  Kochel  and  advocates  otner  libraries  doing  so 

Sites  for  future  MLA  meetings:  San  Juan  '75,  Seattle  '76,  Nashville 
1977,  Springfield,  111.,  '73,  Yale  University  '79,  U  of  Texas,  Austin,' BO. 
A  joint  meeting  with  IAML  in  Montreal  (Aug  17-22)  is  hoped  for  as  the 

r  ' 75  meeting. 


